
MICHIGAN COMMISSION ON SERVICES TO THE AGING and 
STATE ADV ISORY COUNCIL JOINT MEETING 

Holiday Inn West Conference Center 
7501 West Saginaw Highway, Lansing 

April 21, 2006 
Minutes 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairperson Kennedy called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.    
 
Chairperson Kennedy welcomed everyone, including members of the State Advisory Council 
(SAC), and Elizabeth Garcia representing Representative Bruce Caswell’s office.  Representative 
Caswell is the Chair of the House Appropriations DCH Sub-Committee.  Chairperson Kennedy 
also acknowledged Shannon Rau, Commissioners Rau’s daughter.  Ms. Rau is a high school 
senior and attending today’s meeting for her government class. 
 
Chairperson Kennedy led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Chairperson Kennedy stated the purpose of 
the Commission is to be visible, effective advocates for older adults in Michigan.  Chairperson 
Kennedy acknowledged the work of the SAC, along with the assistance of the aging network, in 
helping the Commission fulfill its purpose.   
  
Chairperson Kennedy asked that all Commissioners stand, introduce themselves and state where 
they are from for the SAC members. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The roll call was taken and a quorum was present. 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 
Jerutha Kennedy, Owen Bieber, Cheryl Bollinger, Annette Guilfoyle, Chun-Keung Leung, 
Thomas Rau, Ramesh Verma, William Walters IV, Janice Wilson, and James Wright 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT (Excused) 
Herman Dooha, Rose Gill, Sonia Harb, Albert Lewis, and Alberta Wilburn 
 
STATE ADVISORY MEMBERS PRESENT 
Annette Guilfoyle, Bruce Andersen, Gerald Betters, Jean Crabtree, David Ellens, Willie Felder, 
Sr., Hope Figgis, Eleanore Flowers, Linda Geml, Lois Hitchcock, Viola Johnson, Fred Leuck, 
Diane Levande, Ken McGuire, John Pedit, Gene Pisha, Alice Richmond-Hurst, Gail Ringelberg, 
Gil Ruiz, Cynthia Saunders, Michael Sheehan, Clyde Sheltrown, Barbara Smith, Dean Sullivan, 
Louise Thomas, Mary Jane Tremethick, Alberta Trimble, and Terry Vear  
 
STATE ADVISORY MEMBERS ABSENT (Excused) 
Regina Allen, George Cavin, Barbara Farris, Jason Horan, Penny Murphy, Kenneth D. Robbins, 
Ben Robinson, Richard Schmuckal, Irene Smith, and Rex Thatcher 
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STATE ADVISORY MEMBERS ABSENT 
Lucille Jones, Judy Karandjeff, and Sharon Maier  
 
OSA STAFF PRESENT 
Bonnie Graham, Cindy Albrecht, Laura McMurtry, Wendi Middleton, Holliace Spencer, Carol 
Stangel, Sally Steiner, Sara Szokowski (student intern), and Scott Wamsley 
 
VISITORS/GUESTS PRESENT 
Kendall Allen, Iris Beach, Bob Cochran, Elizabeth Garcia, Monique James, Shannon Rau, 
Miriam Reibold, Kristy Smith, and Angela Willis 
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Commissioner Guilfoyle made the motion to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Wright and approved unanimously by voice vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES 
Commissioner Walters made the motion to approve the minutes from the March 17, 2006 
Commission meeting.  Commissioner Wright seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 
unanimously by voice vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF ADVISORY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Motion was made and approved with no corrections. 
  
INFORMATION FROM INDIVIDUALS CONCERNING AGENDA ITEMS 
None 
 
OSA DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Director Gire welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the Commission and SAC for their 
participation and efforts to improve the aging network. Director Gire announced that OSA’s 
outreach has begun with presentations to local UAW retiree groups with the purpose of 
educating them on Michigan’s aging network. Director Gire stated that Commissioner Rau also 
invited her to do a presentation to the Health Care Association of Michigan.  Director Gire 
updated the group on the following: 
 

Meetings: 
Participated in the debut of a new exhibit at the Detroit Science Center called “As Time 
Goes By”.  This exhibit is one of the new life sciences exhibits that will teach people of 
all ages what the body experiences as it ages. 
 
Director Gire will be attending the Traverse City Senior Summit on Aging.  Director Gire 
stated the business of aging is booming and there exists many opportunities for 
partnerships between the aging network and the business community. 
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Budget FY 2007 Update:
State Budget – The Michigan Senate has passed its version of the 2007 DCH budget and 
sent it to the House of Representatives.  This budget reflects no changes in the OSA 
budget as proposed in FY 2007 Executive Budget.  House leaders recently announced 
they will be proposing another omnibus bill for the FY 2007 state budget but will not be 
considering any Senate-initiated budgets until after the May Revenue Estimating 
Conference.  
 
Federal Budget – Director Gire reported that House Congressional Resolution 376, which 
restored reductions in human services proposed in the President’s proposed 2007 federal 
budget was left as unfinished business when Congress recessed for spring break.  The 
House will return on April 25 and continue discussions on the resolution at that time.  
Everyone is encouraged to contact their federal elected officials to share their views on 
the resolution. 
 
Elder Abuse Task Force:
Director Gire stated the Elder Abuse Task Force is wrapping up its yearlong work.  
Director Gire announced that three (3) public hearings have been scheduled in May to 
receive public input on the proposed recommendations of the task force.  If you would 
like more information, please contact Wendi Middleton at OSA. 
  
Older Americans Month:
Director Gire stated that Governor Granholm has issued a proclamation announcing May 
as Older Americans Month in Michigan and many events have been scheduled 
throughout Michigan in celebration of the health and fitness theme. May 31st has been 
designated as the first ever “Senior Health and Fitness Day” with a variety of events 
taking place in all 16 Planning and Service Areas. If anyone would like to host an event 
in his or her area, please contact Sherri King at OSA. 

 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
FY 2006 Medicare/Medicaid Assistance Program (MMAP) Grant Allocation 
Wendi Middleton, OSA staff, requested approval of a grant to the Area Agencies on Aging 
Association of Michigan (4AM) in the amount of $862,476 for the operation of MMAP in 2006.  
Ms. Middleton informed the CSA that OSA was awarded this grant from the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, specifically for State Health Insurance Programs.  Ms. 
Middleton stated the funds will be used to continue core grant duties and support MMAP 
counselors at the local level in their efforts to provide outreach, education, and assistance to 
seniors seeking help with Medicare/Medicaid related issues, long-term care coverage and the 
new Medicare Prescription Drug Program (Part-D).  Ms. Middleton also indicated that efforts to 
address the issues pertaining to the organizational structure of MMAP have been ongoing and 
consensus has been reached on proposed changes to be implemented in 2006. 
 
Discussion followed with Commissioner Verma asking if each AAA would receive the same 
amount of funds from this grant.  Ms. Middleton responded that MMAP grant funds are allocated 
by formula, so each AAA receives different amounts. 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Bollinger to approve the FY2006 MMAP Grant 
Allocation and seconded by Commissioner Guilfoyle.  The Commission approved with a 10-0-0 
vote.  
 
Ms. Middleton reminded all present that OSA publishes an electronic newsletter, “Resources for 
Aging”, which is available to everyone. Ms. Middleton encouraged people to subscribe if they do 
not currently receive the newsletter. Chairperson Kennedy agreed the newsletter is a very good 
link to OSA and what is going on around the state regarding aging issues. 
  
Program Year 2005 Senior Community Service and Employment Program (SCSEP) 
Reprogramming 
Holliace Spencer and Laura McMurtry, OSA staff, requested approval of the proposed 
reprogramming of Program Year 2005 SCSEP funding allocations as presented in the meeting 
packets mailed to Commissioners.  Mr. Spencer indicated the request is made, as there will be 
unspent funds in the projected amount of $203,000 from SCSEP grantees this year.  
Reprogramming is initiated given SCSEP federal funds cannot be carried over from one year to 
the next.  Mr. Spencer explained to Commissioners that OSA has received verbal approval from 
the Department of Labor to allocate funds to local Michigan Works One Stop Centers to expand 
temporary slots for eligible older adult workers in under-served counties.  OSA will negotiate 
agreements with Michigan Works One Stop Centers for no more than $151,632 of the $203,000 
to fund enrollee costs, assist with placement, and administrative oversight. Ms. McMurtry stated 
she is currently in the process of negotiations with One Stop Centers in Macomb and St. Clair 
Counties, but stated that OSA will not limit the funds to just those counties. Mr. Spencer stated 
Macomb and St. Clair Counties represents the most under-served area in the state and as a result, 
will be a priority for additional service. If approved, this will ensure that 2005 SCSEP funds are 
maximized allowing the program to serve as many older adult workers as possible. 
 
Discussion followed with Commissioner Guilfoyle requesting an explanation as to what type of 
jobs these individuals would be placed into. Mr. Spencer responded the majority of placements 
would be in retail and clerical positions. Ms. McMurtry explained to the Commission what a One 
Stop Center is and how they work. Commissioner Verma questioned why Regions 1B, 4, 7, and 
8 are able to release their funds for reprogramming. Mr. Spencer explained the regions were 
unable to spend all that was allocated to them for many different reasons. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Guilfoyle to approve the Program Year 2005 SCSEP 
Reprogramming and seconded by Commissioner Wilson.  The Commission approved with a  
10-0-0 vote.  
 
INFORMATION AND COMMENTS 
 
SCSEP/Title V Model Project 
Holliace Spencer, OSA staff, made a presentation to the Commission on a new proposed 
SCSEP/Title V Model Project.   
 
Mr. Spencer stated OSA is in preliminary discussions with AARP to start a pilot project in 
Macomb County for older workers, age 50 and older regardless of income. Mr. Spencer stated 
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the president of Macomb Community College volunteered the college to be the pilot site for the 
project. Macomb Community College serves Macomb, St. Clair, and Oakland Counties.  One 
Stop Centers will also be partners in this project. 
 
Commissioners Rau asked if AARP would be receiving a grant for this project.  Mr. Spencer 
stated that AARP is looking for a partnership between community colleges and employers and 
not necessarily funding.  Mr. Spencer stated that AARP is also looking at partnering with county 
service agencies and companies such as Walmart.  Mr. Spencer stated that AARP has a list of 
senior-friendly employers that they will be looking into for assistance with this pilot project.  
Commissioner Wright asked if other organizations could be involved in addition to AARP.  Mr. 
Spencer responded that at this point no one would be turned away. Commissioner Bollinger 
asked who is picking the companies to work with since some companies are not worker-friendly.  
Mr. Spencer stated that any company chosen to be part of this pilot project would be looked at 
closely before commitments are finalized.   
 
Commissioner Wilson commended OSA, AARP, and Macomb Community College for moving 
forward on this project and acknowledged the work of the One Stop Center in her area.  
Commissioner Wilson requested clarification on how SCSEP eligibility requirements would be 
accommodated as the pilot project has proposed to serve all older adults age 50 and over.  Mr. 
Spencer stated that ethnicity, length of time being unemployed, income levels, and disabilities 
will not matter with this project, but that SCSEP funds will help support those individuals who 
meet SCSEP eligibility requirements and priorities for service. 
 
Commissioner Bieber voiced his concern about affiliating with certain companies given recent 
media coverage in the Grand Rapids area about the poor treatment of three older employees and 
cautioned that OSA might not want to be associated with those companies. 
 
Commissioner Guilfoyle made several recommendations to Mr. Spencer.  The first 
recommendation was to conduct a data search on companies that may be potential partners in 
this project to see what has been in the media regarding the company’s employee relations. The 
second recommendation was to carefully consider the value of creating a database given the cost 
and time needed to keep that database up-to-date and useful. Mr. Spencer stated those issues are 
being discussed.  Commissioner Guilfoyle further suggested working with the local Chambers of 
Commerce and Department of Human Services as community resources that work with 
employers all the time. 
 
Mr. Spencer thanked the Commissioners for their input and advice.  Ms. McMurtry informed the 
Commission that she has a list of AARP’s top 50 employers for workers over 50 from across the 
United States and stated Michigan has 6 employers on the list.  Ms. McMurtry will forward that 
list to the Commission.   

 
2005 NAPIS Report 
Scott Wamsley, OSA staff, presented to the Commission the 2005 National Aging Program 
Information System (NAPIS) Client and Service Summary Report that reflects analysis of 2005 
data submitted to the Administration on Aging.  Mr. Wamsley stated his report reflects 
information on services provided through the Older American Act and the state and local 
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resources that support those programs.  Mr. Wamsley summarized his report to show clients 
served, services provided and the cost of those services during 2005. 
 
Mr. Wamsley stated that the Aging Information System provides the data that helps OSA better 
plan services that are based on clients needs and provide maximum benefits throughout the aging 
network.  
 
Commissioners thanked Mr. Wamsley for a very informative and interesting report. 
 
State Advisory Council FY 2006 Annual Report on Mental Health for Older Persons 
Chairperson Kennedy noted the report being presented today reflects the work of the SAC during 
the past year on mental health services for older persons and stated the report comes at a perfect 
time given the identification of mental health services for older adults as one of the top ten 
resolutions emerging from the 2005 White House Council on Aging (WHCoA).  Chairperson 
Kennedy stated the work of the Council would be invaluable to the network as we work together, 
to address the issue of mental health for older persons.  Chairperson Kennedy stated that once 
presented the report would be taken under advisement and action on the recommendation will 
take place at the May Commission meeting.  
 
Chairperson Kennedy thanked the State Advisory Council members whose term of office will 
expire this year for their hard work and advocacy on behalf of Michigan’s older adults.   
 
These members include: 
 
Bruce Andersen, Sr.   Kenneth McGuire 
Eugene Pisha    Alice Richmond-Hurst 
George Cavin    Jean Crabtree 
David Ellens    Gil R. Ruiz 
Willie Felder, Sr.   Cynthia Saunders 
Lois Hitchcock   Richard Schmuckal 
Viola Johnson    Michael J. Sheehan 
Fred Leuck    Alberta Trimble 
Diane Levande 
 
Chairperson Kennedy stated the Commission and OSA would also like to acknowledge SAC 
members who resigned earlier this year.  These members are: Ben Robinson, Penny Murphy, and 
Rex Thatcher. 
 
Chairperson Kennedy introduced Commissioner Guilfoyle, Chairperson of the State Advisory 
Council, and also thanked her for her willingness to serve as chair for her hard work.  
 
Commissioner Guilfoyle thanked the Advisory Council for their work over the last year and 
stated that she is proud to be a part of this group.  Commissioner Guilfoyle started her 
presentation by asking the Commission, SAC members, and audience questions regarding 
personal experiences with mental health services and the issues of coming forward about those 
experiences.   
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Commissioner Guilfoyle presented the recommendation forwarded by the State Advisory 
Council as reflected in the report submitted.  The recommendation asks the Commission on 
Services to the Aging and the Michigan Office of Services to the Aging to develop a statewide 
older adult mental health initiative encompassing strategies of advocacy, education, programs, 
and training.   
 
Commissioner Guilfoyle described what the Advisory Council was looking to accomplish in 
regards to mental health services for older persons and the stigma associated with mental health 
services.  Commissioner Guilfoyle summarized some of the presentations and conversations the 
group had over the past year, which has been captured in the SAC Annual Report.   
 
Commissioner Guilfoyle concluded her presentation by asking if any members of the SAC 
would like to talk to the Commission regarding their experiences with mental health services for 
themselves or as caregivers.  
 
SAC members, Mr. Gerald Betters and Ms. Diane Levande offered their perspectives and 
experiences regarding mental health services and the needs of older adults for those services. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Wilson to accept the FY 2006 State Advisory Council 
Annual Report as presented, seconded by Commissioner Bieber, and approved unanimously by 
voice vote. 
 
Discussion followed with Commissioner Wilson stating how impressed she was with the report 
and with the work accomplished by the SAC.  Commissioner Bollinger asked how this report is 
distributed and if it will be distributed to the community mental health boards.  Ms. Steiner stated 
the report will be shared with other State agencies and will also be available on our website.  
Commissioner Rau asked if the area agencies on aging will receive copies of the SAC Annual 
Report.  Commissioner Guilfoyle responded they would.  Ms. Thomas, a SAC member, thanked 
Commissioner Guilfoyle for stepping up and heading the State Advisory Council and 
Commissioner Guilfoyle expressed her appreciation to Sally Steiner, OSA Staff, for all her work 
and support to the SAC. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Commissioner Guilfoyle announced that on Monday, April 24, Region 8 AAA is holding its 
annual meeting and luncheon with guest speaker Senator Patricia L. Birkholz.   
 
Commissioner Walters announced that on May 4th Region 7 AAA would be holding their annual 
meeting. 
 
Chairperson Kennedy announced that on April 28 Region 1-C AAA would be holding their 
annual meeting and she will be the guest speaker. 
 
Director Gire announced that if anyone has an interest in becoming a member of the Commission 
to please contact the Governors appointment office for an application. 
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A copy of the March Corrective Plan of Action progress report from The Senior Alliance has 
been included in Commissioner packets. 
 
The next meeting of the Commission on Services to the Aging will be held at 10:00 a.m. on  
May 19, 2006 at Little Bear East Community Center, St. Ignace, Michigan.  The final 2007-2009 
state plan hearing will be held in conjunction with the May meeting. 

 
The next meeting of the State Advisory Council will be held on June 22, 2006, 9:30 a.m., at the 
Holiday Inn West Conference Center, Lansing, Michigan.   
 
Adjourn 
A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Wright and seconded by Commissioner Rau.  
Chairperson Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 12:20 p.m. 
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